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The first field season of the Shida Kartli project of the Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
(Italy) in cooperation with the Georgian National Museum and the Thbilisi State University
(Georgia) took place from August the 26th to October the 2nd. The Italian team was composed of
the following members: prof. Elena Rova (Ca’ Foscari University Venice, Italy, chief of the team),
Eleonora Carminati, Giulia De Nobili and Mirko Furlanetto (MA students in Near Eastern
Archaeology at Ca’ Foscari University), and dr. Luca Bertoldi (University of Padova,
geomorphologist). The Georgian team consisted of: prof. Marina Puturidze (Department of
Archaeology Thbilisi State University, Georgia, chief of the Georgian team), Nikoloz Gobejishvili
and Joseph Papuashvili (MA student at Tbilisi State University), Tamar Meladze, George
Khaburzania, Nikoloz Chaduneli and Nino Kobalia (BA students at Tbilisi State University). Dr. Z.
Makharadze (Georgian National Museum, Centre of Archaeology- Head of Field Research
Department) acted as a representative of the Georgian National Museum.

The Italian team arrived in Tbilisi on August the 26 On August the 30" the expedition
moved to the dig-house at Kavtishkhevi in the Kaspi district kindly provided by the Georgian
National Museum, where it carried out its activities. During its stay at Kavthiskhevi, the team
received the visit of His Excellency the Italian Ambassador Vittorio Sandalli and of a troupe of the
Rustavi 2 television channel. The Italian team left Tbilisi on October the 2",

Fig 1. Plan of the Natsargora cemetery with location of the EBA graves
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The main aim of the season was the study of the material from the EBA levels of the
settlement of Natsargora in the Khashuri district of the Shida Kartli province. The site had been
excavated in 1984-1989 by the late A. Ramishvili of the Khashuri Archaeological expedition, but its
EBA levels and graves had been the subject only of very preliminary publications in AAR
(Ramishvili 1991, 1995). The importance of the Nastargora material lies in the fact that it might
bring new light on a still poorly understood and widely debated chronological phase, namely the
transition between the Kura-Araxes culture and the following Early Kurgan (Bedeni) culture. As a
matter of fact, Natsargora is one of the few sites (together with Tsikiagora, whose EB levels have
been published by Z. Macharadze, and Berikldeebi, whose EB layers are in course of publication by
M. Jalabadze, and Badaani settlement, excavated by G. Mirtskhulava) where not only Bedeni
ceramics have been discovered in a settlement context, but also a certain degree of continuity is
supposed between the Kura-Araxes and the Bedeni horizons.

The first two weeks were partially dedicated to the translation into English, digitalization
and evaluation of the original documentation (excavation diaries, unpublished reports by the
excavators, museum inventories, field photos, excavation plans, photos and drawings of the finds).
In particular, the different excavation areas were approximately located on the mound’s contour
plan and the position of single features and layers was tentatively reconstructed.

At the same time, a complete re-study of the 26 graves from the EBA cemetery was carried
out (Fig. 1). All burial goods —these mostly consisted of pottery vessels (48 totally or partially
reconstructible vessels), but also included a few metal objects (pins, bracelets and “spirals”) and
flint arrow-heads, some stone and paste beads, a bone spindle-whorl, as well as a few animal
bones— were measured and described anew (Figs 2, 3).

New Record Brint Copy Record Menu Next Record Previous Record

IDENTIFICATION

us Number aryidentiication § !g. 4
Locus NumberGrave 145 Potteryldentification Msld5 0 [ _\/7 ‘M

Fragnentatiocomplete profile Museun Nunber 96707/a-78925

DIMENSIONS
im Diametes Max Diameter. 17,5 Base ter Sy . Import
all T ase Thicknesel, = m m [Ehote
acity(Lite

Progran for calculating
=l the pot's velum

Inport.
Photo

FABRIC AND TECHNIQUE

Ware qualitMedium/Coarse

@y Inorgani Inecl
escriptPine graned mineral inclusion ‘.
Building technighandmade

Inport Draing

Building t
Dese

Surface Tr puy Burnished Surface Treatment Positoutside DECORATION

Surface Treatm

vescription DecoratiolO¥es @G  Decoration Tachnin

Slightly burnished on the outer surface. 1 L
Decoration Motives

Firing Techniquoxydized with reduced surface, intemtionally

Pizin nique Descript

10range-reddish, SYR 5/6 surface cololS¥R 5/6 (Yellowish red) otter's mariC]¥es BING! potter’s Marks Descrip

nal descr Inside orange-brownish, outside: black body, brown rim and neck R <Partially restored, some pieces missing
PublicatiorAA.VV. Unpublished report, pl. I, 1

. o e Tpe !

General shape pp Wide mouthed carinated pot Arcane Tpe G < o Kura-Araxes
e Out=-turned, slightly thinned
e Flattened Parallels

One vertical handle, from the rim to

compiler E.R.. E.C. T.M.,M.P.

Fig 2. Example of pottery database file




Hew heonrd

FOENTIFICATION

i
Lovus [Livbed Crave 3TE W Nutpes g W
et deat Eieanion madTS, S0h  PETEE a-TRD ‘ ;
Frmgmari, abi o6 canplata - .
Scace of preservasion  good ’)
Tt ow N
Drwwlng Oves O’ﬁ -
DTHENEIORS
e ight Lasegih Thickneds

0.3
Man Dlamster  Min dlapeter  Welohi
™

o 8.1 (halal - tw:*"ﬂ'm'
DESCRIPTICH w

2 1.3

sategy fewellery and ormaments
fbdest pr Bead
Huterinl Carmalian

DecoTat {am

precrivtion Dlaet shaped, Light crange carselisn bedd. A white nuance 1s visible oo the surface
The hole L blestical In shapedd By wasking on both upper and lover sldes) .
The basd s chiped on the surfaze and on the sdge.
A=t grave 575
ngie

sl e

fpectial Rearks  White munee

Fublicat oo ARV, Urpublished report, pl. ¥IT. %90

Fig 3. Example of objects database file

GRAVE 355

Burial goods

Fig 4. Burial goods of grave 355




They were compared with the original drawings and necessary corrections were made to the
latter. New digital photos were taken of all finds (Fig. 4); for this aim, several pottery vessels which
had fallen apart during the past years were partially restored again. The work on the original
material from the EBA graves can thus be considered concluded, and we hope to be able to produce
a final publication of the EBA cemetery in the next future.

Work on the settlement material proved to be more time-consuming because of the large
amount of preserved finds, and of some serious problems in the interpretation of the original
documentation (errors in the orientation of the published plans, difficulties in attributing the finds to
their original contexts, etc.) In spite of these difficulties, we completed the digitalization of the
original excavation documentation and the translation of the published and unpublished preliminary
reports, finished the re-study of the artifacts (pottery and small finds) from the 1984 campaign, as
well the translation of the 1984 excavation diaries, and began work on the 1985 season, which we
plan to complete next year, together with the study of the 1986 campaign. In addition, we undertook
preliminary observations of sections and surfaces of Kura-Araxes and Bedeni pottery sherds by a
binocular microscope (Fig. 5), and, with the help of dr. Luca Bertoldi, carried out a preliminary
classification of the main fabric types. As for lithics, it was decided to entrust their study to one of
the Georgian students (Tamar Meladze) who will carry it out under the supervision of a Georgian
expert.

Fig 5. Examples of microscope photographs of pottery sherds
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Fig 6. Satellite images of archaeological sites of different periods

Animal bones from both the cemetery and the settlement had not been the subject of any
previous study and publication. They were separated from the remaining finds and prepared for
being transported to Italy for being analyzed by a specialist there. As for paleo-botany, no relevant
material was found among the cemetery and settlement finds preserved at the Khashuri Msueum,
but we contacted dr. Nana Rusishvili (Archaeological Centre of the Georgian National Museum)
who had sampled the site during excavation and carried out some still unpublished analyses, and
agreed for her to provide us with a report of her results to be included in our publication. During the
last days of our season, dr. Rusishvili visited us in Khashuri and took new microscope photographs
of selected botanical samples.

A further activity of the season was the collection of samples for archacometric analyses to
be carried out in Italy. Ca 50 sherds of different wares of the Kura-Araxes and Bedeni period and 12
obsidian samples were collected from both the settlement and the cemetery. Comparative material
for archaeometric analysis of pottery were also collected from the contemporary sites of
Tsikhiagora (Kaspi district) (21 sherds of the Kura-Araxes and Bedeni periods) and Berikldeebi
(Kareli district) (15 sherds of the Late Chalcolithic and Bedeni periods).

One week of work (from September the 19" to September the 25", was devoted to a
preliminary survey of the Kaspi, Gori, Kareli and Kashuri districts. The main known Early Bronze
Age sites of the area were visited and their exact position was mapped by the help of a GPS
instrument, with the aim of inserting the relevant data in the GIS database under preparation. In
addition, we mapped the position of selected sites of different periods, in order to test the reliability
of our preliminary interpretation of satellite images (Fig. 6). In the Khashuri district, we also visited
a number of sites where surface finds of Early Bronze Age materials had been reported by the local
villagers, and took GPS points for them. One day was devoted to the visit of the EBA site of Zveli
in Javacheti province, which, like Natsargora, Berikldeebi and Tsikhiagora, contains remains of the
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Fig 7. Drill core samples and reconstruction of the Natsargora site stratification history
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Fig 8. Analysis of exposed sections (Aradetis Orgora)




Kura-Araxes and Bedeni periods. Drill core samples for checking the sites’ stratigraphy and for s

oil analysis and/or radiocarbon dating were collected by Luca Bertoldi from the EB sites of
Natsargora (Fig. 7), Tsikhiagora and Aradetis Orgora (Dedoplis Gora) in the Shida Kartli province,
as well as from the contemporary site of Zveli. At the same time, Dr. Bertoldi undertook a
preliminary geological and geomorphological study of the region through the analysis of selected
exposed sections (Fig. 8) in different parts of the study area and collected soil samples from these.
Further work in progress concerns the reconstruction, on the basis of satellite images and autoptic
observation, of the ancient hydrographical system of the region (Fig. 9), as well as a study of the
sites location as a function of the terrain topography relief on the basis of ASTER satellite images.

Fig 9. Tentative reconstruction of the ancient hydrographic system
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