
 

 

  

 

  

 

 SCIENTIAE 
 

   Early Modern Knowledge, 1400-1800 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           

Virtual Conference 
9-12 June 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Welcome to the ninth Scientiae conference. Since 2012, this has been a wonderful forum to present 

and discuss the burgeoning knowledge practices between 1400 and 1800. The conference has been and 

will be interdisciplinary, acknowledging that modern divisions and modern borders are mostly not to be 

found in early modern times. 
 

Last year we had to cancel the conference due to the covid-19 pandemic. This year, due to the same 

pandemic, we proudly present here our first online conference program. Of course, you are all dearly 

missed in Amsterdam, a city that was, especially in the early modern period, one of the most important 

global knowledge hubs; an intellectual entrepot and the bookshop of the world. On the upside, we do not 

have to sail to meet, we can virtually gather and share our knowledge. The program brings together the 

best of many worlds, including two great keynote lectures, by Sven Dupré and Florike Egmond, a plenary 

roundtable with ‘object lessons’, and a virtual social event; besides a workshop, three more roundtables 

and 32 panels on wide ranging, fascinating topics in the history of knowledge. 
 

We wish you a stimulating and wonderful conference. Please keep an eye on the website, 

http://scientiae.co.uk/amsterdam-2021, for updates and all the Zoom-links to join the sessions.  

Do not hesitate to send an email to pertransibunt@gmail.com if any issue occurs. 
 

We hope to see you on the screen, and hopefully in real life in Montreal in 2022, or some time in the 

future in Amsterdam. 

 

Djoeke van Netten (University of Amsterdam) and Karen Hollewand (Utrecht University) 

 
Conference Committee Amsterdam 2020-2021: Djoeke van Netten, Karen Hollewand,  

Stefano Gulizia 
 

Scientiae Executive Committee: Richard Raiswell (President), Vittoria Feola, Cassie Gorman, Stefano 

Gulizia, Karen Hollewand, C.J. Schilt 

#Scientiae21 

http://scientiae.co.uk/amsterdam-2021


 

 

Wednesday 9 June 

                                             13.30 - 14.00  Opening Remarks * Djoeke van Netten 

                                             14.00 - 15.00  Sven Dupré * Glass: A Material in the History of Knowledge 

15.15 - 17.15   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 1: Splashing Science Panel 2: Alchemy all over the Place(s) Panel 3: Poetics among the Disciplines Panel 4: Administering Truth  

in Early Modern Catholicism 

Jip van Besouw 

A Flood of Efforts: Solving a Water Crisis through 
Books, Instruments, and Maps 

Gaia Bruno 

The Art and Science of Waters: Knowledge, Identity 
and Practice in the Work of Giovanni Antonio 
Nigrone (c. 1585-1608) 

José Maria Moreno 

To Reach or not to Reach. Setting a Transoceanic 
Route as a Technical and Scientific Task 

Marianne Klemun 
Mountains, Glaciers and Raging Waterfalls. 
Movement and Dynamics as Expressions of 
Changing Concepts of Nature 

Cassie Gorman 

Melting, Compassion and Corpuscular Alchemy 
in Lucy Hutchinson’s Order and Disorder 

Margaret Maurer 

Papermaking as Everyday Alchemy in the Early 
Modern Period  

Magdalena Luszczynska 

In Search for Eutopia. Michael Sendivogius’s 
Aenigma Philosophicum  

George Elliott 
Alchemy and Architecture:  The Place of 
Gershom Bulkeley’s 17th-Century Laboratory in 
his New England Home 

Vladimir Brljak (chair) 

Micha Lazarus (respondent) 
 

Hannah Bower 
Domestic Mischief: Clarity and Confusion in 
15th-Century Trick Recipes 

Francesco Brenna 
When Poetry Seems to Vanish: The Place of 
Poetry within Human Learning in Girolamo 
Fracastoro  

Ali Madani 
Britain’s Literary-Historical Giants 

Steven vanden Broecke (chair) 

Bruno Boute (introduction) 
 

Rudolf Schuessler 
Scholastic Approaches to Reasonable 
Disagreement  

Marco Cavarzere 
Regulating the Credibility of Non-Christians. 
Oaths on False Gods and 17th-Century Casuistry  

Andreea Badea 
Presenting the Past. Writing and Censoring 
History within 17th-Century Catholicism 

17.30 - 19.00   Parallel Sessions 

Roundtable 1: The Mobility of the Scientiae 
from East to West 

Panel 5: Vices and Errors of the Learned: 
Modern Afterlives of Early Modern 
Scholarly Vices 

Panel 6: Flourishing Knowledge Panel 7:  Fluid Exchanges: Blood, Verse, 
and Medical Satire 

Margherita Losacco  

The Mobility of Greek Scientiae from Constantinople 
to Venice 

Ottavia Mazzon  
The Other Mobility of Greek Scientiae in the West: 
Loans of Books in 16th-century Venice 

Raffaella Santi  
Thomas Hobbes on the Mobility of the Scientiae 
from East to West  

Vittoria Feola  
The Uses of Narratives about Scientiae Mobility from 
East to West 

Herman Paul 
Introductory Remarks: A Longue Durée 
History of Scholarly Vices 

Anne Por 
Hodegetik, or How the Codification of Vices 
Helped Discipline Knowledge 

Hidde Slotboom 
The Dark Middle Ages: Language of Vice in 
Histories of Science 

Edurne De Wilde 
Idols of the Mind: Modern Variations on a 
Baconian Theme 

Justin Begley 
John Hill (1714?-1775) on ‘Plant Sleep’: 
Against Natural Continuity 

Matthijs Jonker 
Copper vs wood: illustrating Mexican crops 
and medicinal plants in in the 17th Century 

Ivan Rybko 
‘Make Me a Mandrake’, or The 
Pharmacopoetics of Mandrakes in the Late 
Renaissance 

Ivana Bičak 
Dissectors, not Doctors: English Manuscript 
Satires of Early Modern Anatomy 

Arnaud Zimmern 
Harvey via Ptolemy: John Collop’s  
Cosmic Conceits of Circulation 



 

 

19.30 - 21.00   Parallel Sessions 

 Panel 8: Articulating Knowledge Panel 9:  Flows of Expertise: Maritime Powers and 
Water Technologies 

Panel 10: Biomedical Analogies in Early 
Modern Natural Philosophy 

 Hayley Cotter 
‘Like a Ship Without Ballast’: Printed Maritime Law in Early 
Modern England  

Manuela Bragagnolo 
Mapping Transformations in Early Modern Law Printed 
Books. ‘Manual for Confessors’ by Martín de Azpilcueta 
    and the Instability of Normative Knowledge 

       Dina Bacalexi and Mehrnaz Katouzian-Safadi 
       Scientia Aliena: Intertextuality, Orality and Medicine: 
       Antiquity, Middle Ages and Renaissance 

Lavinia Maddaluno  
Technical Expertise, Water Geography and Political Economy: 
a Fontanier’s Notebook in 17th-century Marseille 

Margaret Schotte  
Tracking the Watermakers: Assessing a New Desalinating 
Technology 

Philippa Hellawell  
Making Salt-Water Sweet: Patents, Politics, and Technologies 
of Maritime Health, c. 1700 

Fabrizio Baldassarri 
Inside the Analogy: Zoophytes in Early Modern 
Natural Philosophy 

Rebecca O’Neal 
Willis, Metaphor and the History of Neuroscience 

Carmen Schmechel  
Fermentations in Earth’s Fertile Womb: Physiological 
Analogies for Mineral Growth 

    

Thursday 10 June 

12.00 - 14.00   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 11: All Things Magical Roundtable 2: ‘The Stone of the Fruit, not the Peel’: Paolo Sarpi’s 
Natural Philosophy 

Panel 12: Philosophical Transactions 

Assaf Tamari 

Medicalizing Ethics and Magic: Re-reading the Practical 
Aspects of Lurianic Kabbalah and their Contexts 

Corinna Gannon 
The Horoscope of Rudolf II. A Miniature on the 
Crossroads of Astrology, Alchemy, Magic and Kabbalah  

Andrea Gondos 
Magic as Living Practice: Women, Sexuality, and Amulets 
in Early Modern Jewish Manuscripts 

Michael Pickering 
Magic and the Powers of Spirit in a Braunschweig 
Physician’s Opus: Johann Nikolaus Martius’ Unterricht 
von der Magia Naturali (1717) 

 

 

 

 

 

Niccolò Guicciardini 

Stefano Gulizia 

Antonio Clericuzio 

Nicla Riverso 

Marie Viallon 

Gregorio Baldin 

Filip Buyse 
Spinoza: An Early Modern Source of Inspiration for ‘The 
Father of Contemporary Physiology’ 

Steffen Ducheyne 
Adriaen Verwer (1654/5–1717) and the First Edition of Isaac 
Newton’s Principia 

Vojtech Hladky 
The Use of Hermetic Writings in Patrizi’s Nova de universis 
philosophia 

                                               Jan Cizek 
                                               Johannes Bayer (1630–1674) 
                                               and his Synthesis of F. Bacon  
                                               and J.A. Comenius 



 

 

14.30 - 16.30   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 13:  Ambiguity in Early Modern Visual Culture Panel 14:  Early Modern Science and Its Institutions Panel 15: A Whole New World 

Alice Blow  
Gender Ambiguity in Early Modern English Prints and Visual 
Culture 

Anneke de Bont 
Disciplinary Hybridity in the Galenic Fons Vitae of Jacobus 
Meilingius 

Alexander Marr 
Ambiguity, Anthropomorphism and Misogynist Aesthetics in 
Niklaus Manuel and Urs Graf 

Fran Hughes 
The Heraldry of Nobody: The Uncertainty of Visual Identification 
in German Lands at the Beginning of the 16th Century 

Stella Wisgrill 
Picturing Celestial Majesty in the Holy Roman Empire: The Visual 
Ambiguity of Iridescence   

 

Laura Georgescu 
Between Evidence and Research: The Early Modern Experimental 
Report  

Mattia Mantovani 
Smuggling Optics into the Catholics’ Stronghold. Leuven, 1648-1671 

Marco Storni 

The Debate on the Earth’s Shape in the Paris Academy: Natural 
Philosophy and Cartography 

Andrea Strazzoni 
Burchard de Volder’s Directorship  
of the Leiden Astronomical  
Observatory 

Juan Carlos Garzon Mantilla 
New Maps, Old Books, Older Bones: Practices of Reading in 
the New World  

Mateusz Kapustka 
Embedded View. Geocentric Readings in the Baroque Library 

Veronica Grossi 
Epistemology in an Early Modern Manuscript: Enigmas by Sor 
Juana Inés de la Cruz 

Carla Vieira 
John de Sequeyra’s Notes on Diseases of Virginia: A Case of 
Circulation of Medical Knowledge through Atlantic Sephardic 
Networks 

17.00 - 19.00   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 16: Woes and Wonders Panel 17: Shifting Sciences Panel 18: Divine Debates 

Karen Stolley 
‘The Earth Shook’: Natural Disasters and Enlightened Lessons in 
Rafael de Landívar’s Rusticatio Mexicana (1782) 

Martins Laizans 
Lycanthropes, Monsters and Satanists: The Production of 
Livonian Image in 16th and 17th Century Neo-Latin Texts 

Tatiana A. Matasova 
Miracles from around the World at the Court of Zoe (Sophia) 
Palaiologina 
                                 Joaneath Spicer 
                                 Connecting the Dots: Objects as Sites of 
                                 Knowledge in the Late Renaissance Kunst 
                                 und Wunderkammer                               
 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Špelda 

Methodological Differences between French Philosophers and 
Astronomers of the second half of the 17th Century 

Luigi Alonzi 

From Natural History to Histoire Oeconomique: Charles Tiphaigne de 
la Roche 

Georges Farhat 
That the Best Physician is also a Philosopher an Architect:  
Louis Savot’s (ca. 1579-1640) Galenic Perspective  
on the Art of Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicholas Mithen 
Repositioning Scholarship and Theology in the Italy of 
Lodovico Antonio Muratori (1675-1750) 

Mia Nakayama 
Dutch Learning and the Pre-Modern Japan’s Traditional 
Confucian Ideology 

Sergio Orozco-Echeverri 
The Order of Nature and the Divine Will: Laws of Motion and 
Laws of Nature in the Configuration of the Scottish 
Newtonianism (1690-1720) 

Torrance Kirby 
Configuring God as Law: Richard Hooker’s Neoplatonic 
Poetics of Law 



 

 

Friday 11 June 
14.00 - 16.00   Parallel Sessions 

                             Panel 19: Visual Thinking 

                                       

Panel 20: In and out of the Royal Society: 
Transferring and Translating Practice, 
Theory and Skill 

Panel 21: Sorting out Scientiae Workshop: Colorful Knowledge: 
Hand-Coloring in the Early Modern 
Period 

Benjamin Binstock 
Vermeer’s Little Street and the Early Modern Science 
of Painting Everyday Life 

Benjamin van der Linde 
Colours and Collectors. Reflections on the Material 
Culture of Early Modern Maps by Analyzing their 
Colouration 

Camille Serchuk 
Essential or Excessive?: The Rhetoric of Visual 
Authority in French Local Cartography, 1400-1600  

V.E. Mandrij 
The Technique of Butterfly Imprint through the 
Centuries: A Practice between Art and Natural 
History 

Felicity Henderson 
Conversations with Artists: The Royal Society and 
the Art World in Restoration London  

Didi van Trijp 
On Telling Fish Tales: Notions of Experience in 
and around the Historia Piscium (Oxford, 1686)  

Rebekah Higgitt 
The Open Networks of ‘Metropolitan Science’: the 
Tower of London as a Site of Knowledge Exchange 

Kerrewin van Blanken  
Diligent Observers of Natural Things: Lay 
Observations and the Natural Philosophy of 
Earthquakes in the Royal Society 

Philippe Schmid 

Historia litteraria and Practices of Cataloguing in the 
Early Modern Republic of Letters 

Svorad Zavarský 

Saving Time and Enhancing Certainty across the 
Sciences: Principles, Axioms, Postulates and 
Definitions in the Thought of Martinus Szent-Ivany 

Ryan Roark 

Cells, Walls, Selves: Enclosure in Early Modern 
England 

Marius Buning 
Crafty Thinking in the Dialectics of Simon Stevin 
(1548-1620) 

Jessie Wei-Hsuan Chen 

This workshop first introduces participants 
to basic materials and techniques of early 
modern hand-coloring practice. Through 
hands-on engagement of coloring, 
participants also discuss the various 
conceptual and practical issues in making 
(colored) epistemic images. 

Registration for this workshop is 
required. 
 

16.30 - 18.30   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 22: The Spectre of Heresy in Early-
Modern Cosmologies 

Panel 23: Negotiating Scientiae Panel 24: Telling Transmissions Panel 25:  Ethnography in the Early 
Modern Mediterranean  

Jonathan Regier  

Girolamo Cardano and the Naturalization of the 
Divine in the Sixteenth Century  

Ioana Bujor 
Johannes Amerpoel’s Quest for Reconciliation in 
the Cartesius Mosaizans (1669)  

Mihnea Dobre  
Cartesianism at Bay: Rohault as a Defender of 
Cartesian Cosmology 

Anna Jerratsch 

The Many Face(t)s of Comets in Early Modernity 

Silvia De Bianchi  
Kant’s Pre-Critical Cosmology and its Debt to the 
Ancient World 

Gábor Almási 

What was Science in Renaissance Florence? 

Carlos Alves  

The Extension of Natural Philosophy in University 
Curricula in Southern Europe. Coimbra and 
Salamanca in the second half of the 18th century  

Lyke de Vries 

Between the Manual Arts and Theosophy: Daniel 
Mögling’s Attempts to Change Scientia 

Margaret DeLacy 
‘Reasons for Classing of Diseases, Medicine and 
Physicians’: John Bellers (1654-1725), Quakerism 
and Medical Reform 

Andrew Morris 
‘The Joint Labours of Ingenious Men’: The Role of 
Knowledge Networks in the Construction of the 
Eddystone Lighthouse 

Alex Collin 
Professional Transitions and Practices of 
Knowledge Formation: Henry Oldenburg as 
Teacher, Diplomat, and Scientist  

Jacques Joseph 
The Role of Light in Henry More’s Works 

C.J. Schilt 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind: Abraham 
Rogerius and his Studies of South-Indian Hinduism 

Lillian Datchev 
Italian Mercantile Training in the Study of 
Foreign Peoples 

Robyn Radway 
Studying the Turk from the German House 
in 16th-Century Constantinople 

Richard Calis 
Lutheran Accommodation in the Early 
Modern Middle East: Stephan Gerlach  
confronts Ottoman Istanbul 
 

 

                                         19.00 - 20.00  Florike Egmond * Highlighting Images in the History of the Life Sciences 

                                         20.00 - 22.00  Social Meeting * Gather 



 

 

Saturday 12 June 
12.00 - 13.30   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 26: Portraits of Scholars and Scientists: Reverse 
Images? Printmaking and Scholarly Portraiture 

Roundtable 3: The History of Astrology: 
Problems and Prospects. Session to 
Honor the Memory of Helena Avelar 

Panel 27: Across: Objects in Trans-
national, Trans-chronological and 
Trans-material context 

Panel 28: The Present Past  

Lieke van Deinsen  
Marketing Merian. The Visual Branding of the Late Female 
Naturalist 

Floris Solleveld 
All the King’s Illustrious Men (and those of the Republic of 
Letters): Bullart’s Académie des Sciences et des Arts (1683) and 
Perrault’s Les Hommes Illustres (1696-1700) 

Manuel Llano 
Learned Commissions of the Black Arts: The Impact of 
Mezzotint Portraiture on Dutch Scholarly Presentation and 
Representation, 1670-1715 

H. Darrel Rutkin  

David Juste 

Luis Ribeiro  
Misrepresentation and Anachronism in the 
History of Astrology 

Steven Vanden Broecke 
Astrology as Technology of the Self 

Stephan Heilen 

Tayra Lanuza-Navarro  

 

Elaine Tierney 
Designed from a Distance: Celebrating the 
Birth of the Prince of Wales in 1688 

Simona Valeriani 
Immortal Paintings: Scientific and 
Technical Discourse Surrounding Mosaics 
(15th – 19th centuries) 

Marta Ajmar 
Trans-Material Earths: Mimetic Pottery 
and Cross-Technological Knowledge in 
Renaissance Italy 

Kentaro Inagaki 
Bridging Hebrew and Arabic: Albert 
Schultens and the Development of Biblical 
Philology 

Gianamar Giovanetti-Singh 
Philology, Astronomy, or Archaeology? The 
Interaction of Different Disciplines in the 
Discovery of Distant Chinese Antiquity 

Vladimír Urbánek 
Historia Persecutionum Ecclesiae Bohemicae 
between History, Memory and Martyrology 

14.00 - 16.00   Parallel Sessions 

Panel 29: Crossing Confessional Borders Panel 30: Inter-Disciplines Panel 31: Science in Society Panel 32: Body and mind  

Karine Durin 
Mobility of Religious Frontiers in the Republic of Letters: 
Interconfessional Communication of Knowledge between 
Spanish Catholic Natural Philosophers and their Protestant 
Counterparts in the 16th Century 

Lydia Janssen 
‘Church antiquities’ and Catholic Religious Identity in the 
Protestant Dutch Republic. The Role of Religious 
Antiquarianism in the Creation of Dutch Catholic Identity and 
Church Politics in the Dutch Mission (1583-1727) 

Andrea E. van Leerdam 
Astrology and Religion in ‘Calendars of Shepherds’: Forms and 
Functions of Popular Knowledge in Transnational Perspective 

Vincent Roy di Piazza 
‘Ghosts from other Planets’: Travels beyond Death and Space in 
Emanuel Swedenborg’s De Telluribus  in mundo nostro solari (1758) 

Bernd Kulawik 
Inventing the Disciplines to Cross their 
Borders: Interdisciplinarity in the Roman 
Accademia de lo Studio de l’Architettura 
(1535–1555) 

Tobias Winnerling 
Johannes Braun, Adriaan Reland, and the 
Holy Land between the Disciplines in the 18th 
Century  

Kevin Donnelly 
From Mechanical Philosophy to Social 
Mathematics: Making the Artificial Man Safe 
for the Quantitative Social Sciences 

Thomas Colbourne 
From Moral Cultivation to Medicine: Spinoza 
and the Care of the Body 

Matteo Fornasier  
Medical and Pharmaceutical Practices in 
Early Modern Paris: Guy de La Brosse and 
the Jardin du Roi  

Leonie Hannan 
Apprenticeship, Almanacs  
and Astronomy: the Tale  
of Two Young Dubliners  
in the mid-18th Century 

Jennifer Mori 
Arbor Dianae:  
The Social History  
of an Experiment,  
1700-1800 

Anurag Advani 
Madness in Mughal India: The Formation of 
an Early Modern Medical Culture 

Julie Davies 
Conceptions of Melancholy and Ways of 
Knowing in August Pfeiffer’s 
Antimelancholicus 

     Valentine Delrue 
     Corrupter of Bodies? An Analysis of the   
     Verhandelingen of the Batavian Society of Arts 
     and Sciences (1778-1794) on Managing the 
     Health of the Citizens of Batavia 

      Luca Tonetti 
      Blood, Saliva, and Bile Matters: 
      Anatomizing Body Fluids in Giorgio   
      Baglivi’s Medicine 

 

                         16.30 - 18.30  Plenary Roundtable: Object Lessons: Early Modern Empiricism, Natural Philosophy and Antiquarianism * 
                                               Anna Marie Roos, Cesare Pastorino, Rens Bod, Dirk van Miert, and Surekha Davies (chair) 

                         19.00 - 20.30  Closing Remarks and Scientiae Business Meeting (all welcome)  


