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What does culture mean today, and why should it matter
to all of us?

In this public lecture, Justin O’Connor explores how
culture has been reduced to content and creative
economy jargon, challenging the idea that culture exists
mainly to drive growth or attract tourists. 

The lecture draws on his recent book, Culture is Not an
Industry, but opens beyond. Instead, the author makes a
case for culture as a shared space of learning,
imagination, and critical debate. 

This is a chance to think differently about cultural work,
policy, and public life. Students in the arts, humanities,
and social sciences will find urgent questions about their
future here. Expect provocation, inspiration, and an
invitation to reclaim culture as a common good.
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