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Abstract: “Souvenir” is an art-based research project developed within iINEST Spoke 6 — Tourism, Culture and
Creative Industries, led by Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. The project explores the memory of Venetian
craftsmanship by combining photography, storytelling, and academic research. Through interviews with
retired artisans, researchers and artists have created a new narrative form that turns personal memories into
evocative monologues and visual representations. The project investigates how traditional craft skills are
transmitted across generations and reflects on the role of artisanal knowledge in preserving cultural identity.
In a city like Venice, increasingly impacted by mass tourism and commodification, “Souvenir” highlights the
value of intangible heritage and the resilience of local culture within an evolving tourism ecosystem.
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