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Abstract: The video journey traces the origins of Japanese language teaching at the University of Naples
L'Orientale, starting from the ties between Italy and Japan in the 19th century, as documented in the
university’s rich archival heritage. Following the first contacts, formalized by the 1866 Treaty, the study of
Japanese began in Florence and Venice, eventually reaching Naples in 1903 with the establishment of an
official course. The presentation reconstructs the key stages of this history, its main figures, and the teaching
materials produced. Among the rarest documents is a box of parchment sheets containing the first European
attempt at a manual for Japanese cursive script, attributed to A. Fidora and dated between 1937 and 1941.
The text will be presented for the first time in digital form on the occasion of EXPO Osaka.
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