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|. Digraphia in Joseon Dynasty




Digraphia in Joseon Dynasty

* Diglossia
“A language structure in which two or more variants coexist in a single language society
with different statuses”
* In the context of writing, Korea demonstrates a form of Diglossia, particularly Digraphia.

upper class: 2F=(Han-mun, Chinese Character)

lower class: Y1 =/2= (Eonmun/Hangeul, Korean Character)




Creation of Hangeul

* Hangeul
- The Great King Sejong created ‘Hunminjeongeum’ (=Hangul) in 1443.
- As a result,a new means was created to comprehensively transcribe the Korean

language.

- Hangeul: ‘Hunminjeongeum’,‘Eonmun’




Creation of Hangeul

* Joseon came to have two writing scripts.

|) Chinese Character

2) Hangeul




Status of Hangeul

* Status of Hangeul was not high during the Joseon period

- Hangeul documents did not have legal validity

’ ¢_|_I:IA|’

* King Kojong’s ‘& =1’ (KongMunSik, 1894)
“BIS AE2 2F aREN)s /(=22 ot

(=laws and regulations should be based on Hangeul )
SLZ(EN)CE HES 20|AL 2 7o Z(BEIEN)= =Ly

(=Translate into Chinese characters or mix Hangeul and Chinese characters.)




Status of Hangeul

* Therefore, Korea has not been able to achieve a method of using only Hangeul.

‘T =N (‘SunKukMunChe)’, = 2t= M| (SunHangeulChe)’

pure + Korean Sentence /Hangeul + Style

* There were various ways to write sentences in the early 20th century, as follows.
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<Hwangseong Newspaper> using a mix of Hangeul

and Chinese characters (1898.9.5)

<Independent Newspaper> published in

pure Hangeul (1896.4.7.)

» The narrative style of writing is closely related to the reader.




Status of Hangeul

* During the Joseon Dynasty, the status of Hangeul was not high.
* Chinese character - ideogram
Hangeul - phonetic alphabet
=> the common people of Joseon learned and used Hangul

* Hangul was a useful means of communication for both those who knew Chinese

characters and those who did not.




2. Where Hangul was Used




What was Hangeul used for?

* Currently remaining Korean literature

Religious books (Buddhist books, Confucian books, Taoist books, Catholic books, etc.),
medical books, foreign language study books (Chinese study books, Mongolian language
study book, Japanese study book, Manchu language study book), military books,

agricultural books, educational books, literature, Hangeul letters

-> Hangul was used to translate books written in Classical Chinese and for the creation

of literary works, and was also used in private areas such as letters.
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What was Hangeul used for?

* Jeong Dong-yu (1744-1808)'s "= & H (Juyeongpyeon),

The Portuguese words recorded in Hangul

« R(“sky”) =2F céu it (“earth”) M2F terra
- B(“man”) 2=U4 homen Z (“woman”) =%  mulher
« W (“Mountain”) 24| monte A (“wind”) 0L vento

H (“sun”) = sol




What was Hangeul used for?
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What is 'Eongan'(21 7t/ FERE)?

\\\

* ‘Eonmun(® =/ $83) Ganchal'({}%&/ f§#l) = EonGan (2171

'] O

Hangeul Letter

* Eongan (217}): a letter written in Hangeul



https://ko.dict.naver.com/

Who mainly used this Eongan!?

* the noble class exchanged letters written in classical Chinese.(Han-mun Gan-chal)
- Eongan was used by everyone
(royal family, nobles, commoners, and the lower class)

* one significant feature of Hangul letters:

either the sender or the recipient was a woman.




Who mainly used this Eongan!?

* a classical Chinese letter written by King Hyojong to his younger brother
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Who mainly used this Eongan!?
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Eongan written by King
Hyojong to his daughter.



How Eongan was discovered

* How was this Eongan discovered?

- by being placed in a coffin with the body

- collect Eongan of their ancestors and compile them into a book




How Eongan was discovered

Hangul letter discovered in 201 |
while moving the grave of Na Shin
-geol's wife.

(image source: Cultural Heritage
Administration)




3. Nobility Hangeul Letters
(Sadaebuga Eongan, AFCH S 7 @14h)




Eongan of the noble family (AFCHE 7 217

* the representative of Eongan: the noble family and the royal family’s Eongan
* Eongan of the noble family (=Sadaebuga Eongan)

- the late 15% ~ 20t century

- approximately 2,000 surviving examples




Eongan of the noble family :
(D the excavated from the tomb of the Shinchang Maeng-ssi

@ the excavated from the tomb of the Shinchang Maeng-ssi / Na Shin-geol Eongan(1490)
A BN B =& 21z L4 2zh
- written in 1490 by Na Shin-geol(1461 ~ 1524) to his wife

- 2 letters

- the oldest currently existing Hangul letter







Eongan of the noble family :
@ the excavated from the tomb of the Suncheon Kim-ssi

@ the excavated from the tomb of the Suncheon Kim-ssi(16% century)
(=8 EM B2 ZE 217h
- exchanged between Chae Moo-i(1537~ 1594 )’ s second wife, Suncheon Kim-ssi,(?~1580

HH) and her family

- 189 letters




Eongan of the noble family :
@ the excavated from the tomb of the Suncheon Kim-ssi
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Eongan of the noble family :
@ the excavated from the tomb of the Suncheon Kim-ssi
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Eongan of the noble family :
@ the excavated from the tomb of the Suncheon Kim-ssi

« He| = L= ARt =7F HAE O] g o 2= et ()
AAB|ZE AHAA| 22 AFFDFAFRLEZ O|2] HA2F (298 HA|, A1 ZM =) ZLM)
(= Even if you consider me alive, | am merely physically present in this world.
Women living long is a very tragic event.)
« JAHHIE 0= AT A=F OtL2 1l IA| TEE[1 O{E LH0|L{L O] = ZFALE 1| Bt3
TA|al of2|Lt Eo| oLt 2| e Q=2 T HY A E2|Ct A A S S| AL
0| Z Ol & FOAL =212 AHEt (31 HHA|, AHZMN-)=HLM)

=

(= That woman(a second wife of husband) is thoughtless and foolish, cunning and dishonest. She criticizes both her
own children and the servants. The husband sticks to her, entrusting her with his possessions and loving her; so |

wonder what to do about it.)




Eongan of the noble family :
(3 the excavated from the tomb of Lee Eung-tae

3 the excavated from the tomb of Lee Eung-tae’s grave (1586)

* The letter from Lee Eung-tae(1556~1586) 's wife to her husband, who passed away first

° | letter

* ‘also called ‘Won-i Mom's Letter’




Eongan of the noble family :
(3 the excavated from the tomb of Lee Eung-tae

[T==]

AL goll E5 8 2 =35 He| N =5 ACF 54 SAF s AEL

AE|2OFLEE &4 AfL =4 7HA = (+)

[SICHSH]

40| = Lof|A| 2Bt7|E, “S0| HE|7F StEA MI== &Ttot eH SA 2t SHA|E L
A5 LHS &1L Sl HA 7HAl =7t

(=You always said to me, Let's live together until our hair turns gray and then we die together.

Why do you go ahead and leave me behind?)




Eongan of the noble family :
(3 the excavated from the tomb of Lee Eung-tae

[T==]

QF AT L 2LH B 0N O[22 5= 22| 7E| AT Of| M| LA ~H o

== 92| 7E7t O0F AL LT L A0 2% 0| FAT| O LIS P2l &4 ZRAl =4 ()
[SICHSH]

= Sl 2 =M 2ol E, "g e RE[Z0| A= 00t 67|H MESHE7) g R2 ZS7E
ot GAOA EH=M, 0 O 25 MR 801 LHE HE|3 HA THAI=7

(=Always lying down with you, | said, “Will others respect and love each other like we do? Are others similar
to us?” How could you leave me first without even thinking about such things?




Eongan of the noble family :
(3 the excavated from the tomb of Lee Eung-tae
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(=If you look at the letter, please come into my dreams and tell me in detail.

When the baby in my womb is born, who should he call father?)




‘KtLH’ (Ja-nae)
used as a term
for a wife to call
her husband.
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Eongan of the noble family :
@) Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

@ Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan(17% century)
- letters that Kwak Ju(1569 ~ 1617) exchanged with his family
- about 180 letters

- the most numerous letters were sent by Kwak Ju to his wife, Lady Ha[1580-1652

(estimated)].
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B

Eongan of the noble family :
(@) Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

* A letter from Kwak Ju to his mother-in-law

B LY
* children from noble families learned Hangeul . ‘
from an early age. ; e
S it
S W 2L D= IITRY
P '~\\;\ e a—&ﬂ&\\:
?_1 E EaS ZI = }\}\:l - e Y EARARS
\ o AR S -!n»'
(=Teach your children == T .

Hangeul, please.)
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Eongan of the noble family : @ Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

* A letter from Kwak Ju to his wife

2Y| = ol d=H F4l = LS A7 HEXEHH =270 k.

o
ALZOL7| A2 23| H| St LHH B2 20| St S 47

(= Does Dae-im(person’s name) walk? Does she often stand up? | can't forget them even for a moment, so
my eyes are filled with tears. How is Cheolnye(person’s name)? Is Boknye(person’s name) thinking of me?
| can't forget my children even for a moment.

Tell the little baby to learn Hangeul quickly and write a letter to me quickly.)




Eongan of the noble family : @ Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

* A letter from Kwak Ju to his wife

0| 2| ot 182 7tg| A|F 27| YAL| Ol £ E O2 §EHt. (..

L= TA B3| O|&H A2 S0 YA T 8 2 i GAL B5 34T Sk
OfOFE THS| AAICHZ| OS] A| RIS O SAISA| Atg ELHA. 7| =211 Sk

(=The month is almost over and there has been no sign of it so far, so | guess | miscounted the month.
| am at peace now, but | have never relaxed because of you, so what kind of enemy are you?

Please rest comfortably and send someone immediately when labor begins. I'm waiting.)




Eongan of the noble family : @ Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

* A letter from Kwak Ju to his wife
H|Z A E K LIBIE YANE T S0 AR20| 47| OfA,
AL 0| HE A4 Ot £ 27E| OtL= O = k|’
(=Even if you give birth to another daughter, don’t feel disappointed at all.

As long as you're comfortable with your body, it doesn't matter whether you're having a boy

or a girl)




Eongan of the noble family : @ Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

* A letter from Kwak Ju to his wife
(=Does Dae-im drink milk well?)

‘Y0l = oA Tl EAE =6 ZELL. I8 St HS HH 20 247

(=What did Dae-im grab first at her birthday table yesterday? | can't forget you
even more because | didn't know the news.)




Eongan of the noble family : @ Hyeonpung Kwak-ssi Eongan

‘Doljabi’ (2ol




4. Royal Hangeul Letters
(Wangsil Eongan, & & €175




Eongan of the royal family members

» the Eongan of royal family members (& & 217, 35 217
- letter made by a royal person, such as a king, queen, prince, or princess, as the sender

- about 400 letters

- late 16 century ~ 20t century

- full list: 22X 2/(2014:74), 'ot=20| ZO|2 &, , mElot=8 =2




Eongan of the royal family members
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Eongan of the royal family members

* What is the reason for the small number of royal family’s Hangeul letter?
- a taboo related to Eongan
|) the handwriting of the king or queen should not be left in the civilian society.
-> return to the palace / wash in water

2) it was not allowed for letters from the civilian society to remain in the palace.

-> write the response on the margins of the received letter




g * Letters exchanged between Princess Sookmyeong
(Hyojong's third daughter) and Hyojong (1619-1659, 1 7th
king of Joseon)
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- How many fonts are in this letter?

- Why did multiple people write one letter?
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Eongan of the royal family members

* |7% century
- "'Sookmyeong Sinhancheop: letters received by princess Sukmyeong(|640~1699)
- "Sukhwi Sinhancheopj: letters received by princess Sukhwi(l642~1696)
* 18t century
- Jeongjo Eongan
- a letter that King Jeongjo (1752~1800) sent to his maternal aunt
* 18th~19t century

- Queen Sunwon Eongan

- a letter sent by Queen Sunwon(1789~1857) to her family




Eongan of the royal family members
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%an of the royal family members
Sookmyung Sinhancheop

Eon
@

* a collection of letters received by Princess
Sukmyeong

e 67 letters
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Letter from Princess Sookmyung
to King Hyojong (1652~1659)
2, B2R) : comfort of the king

which part has letters that are higher than other

lines?
« An(‘2F, &) : comfort

* Seong-hu (‘3

— ——r
du e ald R TTT (TR
e _,mm,m...wa w5 ,&/ﬂuﬁ .mwaAﬁ.ﬂHf.,.ﬂu

c

g

S fisadss T Yo .»/-WZ NI
m_m adiol] wisodoooizintt (W £
& [ S5 onHE B frofE T Hoy T ToY oA\ VTR

od
(GRS Gy




Letter from Hyojong to Princess
Sookmyeong (1652~1659)
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Letter from Hyojong to couple of

.
(.\.\ -
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It seems the adults are unfortunate. | can't forget it.

Now, | intend not to raise children with affection in this world.
Although overflowing with affection, | am momentarily writing this
letter with a heavy heart.
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Eongan of the royal family
@ "Sukhwi Sinhancheop

* letters received by Princess Sukhwi

e 35 |etters
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Letter From Queen Inseon to
Princess Sookhwi(1653~1674)
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(=These days, without my beloved daughter, | feel truly frustrated and
saddened, so each day feels like 10 days.You said you would come in
on the sixth day,and my eyes seemed to brighten.While writing this, |
find myself unable to help but smile.)




Letter From Queen Inseon to
Princess Sookhwi (1653~1662)
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(=1t seems like your mother-in-law receives all your love. Do
you even think about us?)
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Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan

* aletter written by King Jeongjo (1752-1800), the 22nd
king of Joseon.

e |4 |etters
e Published in T3 X O0{EstZHX|H

* A book compiled from letters that King Jeongjo sent to
his eldest aunt, Lady Yeoheung Min-ssi (1729-1777).




Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan
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Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan
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Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan
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Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan
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Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan
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(= To Aunt, | would like to know if you are safe in the frosty weather. It's been a long time since we last met, and

I've missed you dearly. Now that I've received your letter, | feel comforted and happy. Grandfather is also in good

health, which brings me joy."




Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan
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* aletter written by Jeongjo to his grandfatehr

*  Written in Chinese Character (=Hanmun Ganchal)




Eongan of the royal family
3 King Jeongjo’s Eongan

* Hangeul Letter: It is very likely that one of the sender and receiver will be a woman.

* It can be seen that royal women were making good use of Hangeul.




5. Honorifics used in Hangeul Letters




The Honorific Expression used in Eongan

* Honorific Expression
an attitude of respect toward the subject, object, and other elements appearing in a

sentence, including hearer

* Subject, Object, Hearer honorifics in Korean




The Honorific Expression used in Eongan

|) subject honorifics

71 ZECE (=A friend came.) OJHL|7HA A| AL} (=Mom came)

chingu-ka 0-ass-ta Eomeoni-kkeseo o-si-ess-ta

friend-NOM come-PAST-DECL mother-HON  come-HON-PAST-DECL
* NOM: nominative marker PAST: past tense marker DECL: declarative marker

HON: honorifics




The Honorific Expression used in Eongan

2) object honorifics

M= HFOA =RACE S o L7 E2| ALt
(= | gave the book to a friend) (= | gave the book to my mom)
chaek-eul chingu-eke ju-ess-ta chaek-eul eomeoni-kke teuri-ess-ta

book-OB| friend-ADV give-PAST-DECL book-OBJ mother-HON give(HON)-PAST-DECL

* OB): objective marker ~ ADV: adverbial marker




The Honorific Expression used in Eongan

3) hearer honorifics
o
= HA

(=1 ate some food)

pap-eul meok-ess-e

rice-OBJ eat-PAST-DECL

= HA0 2.
(=1 ate some food)
pap-eul meok-ess-e-yo

rice-OBJ eat-PAST-HON




honorifics in writing

* honorifics in writing
* non-linguistic honorifics

1) changing lines (& Hi7| / ®17%, O &
Z

4

EH
=)
2) leaving spaces (7F H| 7| / S 4 &, O| A&, 7tAHEH &)

-

3) change lines while raising letters higher than other lines

(ES B OHE HEL 2XE S0 2o e, =EE% HF8




honorifics in writing: |) changing lines
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honorifics in writing




honorifics in writing : 2) leaving a space
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(=I'm asking if my grandmother is comfortable,and | want to know
if she is comfortable during this time.)

-> he is asking if his grandmother is comfortable,

a space is left before "9t'3”

image] a letter from King Hyunjong to his srandmother
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[Question]
* What word is it empty in front of

* Why is the arrow part empty?

_ 8 .l
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honorifics in writing : 2) leaving a space



honorifics in writing : 2) leaving a space
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In this letter, honorific expressions are
also expressed by line—changing.

@ ‘an’(@}, %&): grandmother’s comfort
@ ‘jaju’ (K=, Zfz): grandmother’s
condition

=> related to the grandmother



honorifics in writing : 3) writing characters higher than
the standard baseline + changing lines

)

=14

[Question]

e o on YIS

* Do they all start at the same place?
* Where did they raise the characters!?
* Why did they raise the characters!?

wh A e N et S e

=> the use of line changes, empty spaces, and
raised characters.
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honorifics in writing : 3) writing characters higher than
the standard baseline + changing lin

2>
# Z
& K 3 29
% *. ¢ 2 /5 7 4 /%' Let's find the part where the line has been changed
)& ,» | b 3 ‘3 Z and the part where the character has been raised.
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[image] a letter from King Hyunjong to his grandmother




honorifics in writing : 3) writing characters higher than
the standard baseline + changing line
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characters
are written
upwards

W
[

/\

Jn
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Grandmother's health

<AHYE>
(What | hope for) is for my grandmother
to be healthy.

[image] a letter from King Hyunjong to his grandmother



honorifics in writing

- Let's find the part where the line has been
~ changed and the part where the character

3k
T . has been raised.
9’ * B




honorifics in writing

g\:‘“’ &-\ ;:'\Z | 3| 2 (kihu )
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a letter from Jeongjo to his aunt written before age 8
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% | condition of body and mind
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Grandfather
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Letter from Princess Sookmyung to King
Hyojong(1652~1659)
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[EXERCISE]

* Let’s write a letter to your mother/father/grandmother/grandfather, using

the formality of honorifics.

o -5 » £ 0 I
o 5 » £$ 0 I
S < & A 0 ~
o -5 » £ 0 I

v~ O A 0 A £ 0 <
~

4
o
u
t
o
d
a
Y
?




6. Conclusion




* | hope that through this lecture, you will become interested in the history of your countr

y and the stories left behind by your ancestors.

* Thank you for listening!
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* If you want to know the patterns of use of Hangeul and its background
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* Basic book on Eongan
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(Eongan: Hangeul Letters in Joseon Dynasty)
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Want to read the Eongan of royal family in modern language!?
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Want to read the Eongan of noble family in modern language!?
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