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Resource and Reference

1. The Tools to Make Your Worlds Better: Lecture Notes #8 (2025) -

from Brandon Sanderson’s 2025 lecture series

2. Wonderbook: The Illustrated Guide to Creating Imaginative Fiction 

from Jeff VanderMeer

3. How to Write Science Fiction and Fantasy, book by  Orson Scott Card

4. Margaret Atwood’s Masterclass on Creative Writing 

5. The Art of the Long View by business executive and futurist, Peter 

Schwartz

6. …and experience and thoughts from myself, of course :) 

https://www.brandonsanderson.com/blogs/blog/tagged/2025-lecture-notes
https://wonderbooknow.com/
https://wonderbooknow.com/
https://www.amazon.com/How-Write-Science-Fiction-Fantasy/dp/158297103X
https://www.amazon.com/How-Write-Science-Fiction-Fantasy/dp/158297103X
https://www.masterclass.com/classes/margaret-atwood-teaches-creative-writing?&campaignid=20648098443&adgroupid=151392083421&adid=676968801819&utm_term=master%20class%20margaret%20atwood&utm_campaign=%5BMC%5D+%7C+Search+%7C+Brand+%7C+Instructors_Consolidated_EM_PM_BM+%7C+ALL+%7C+EN+%7C+MAX+%7C+EG&utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_content=676968801819&hsa_acc=9801000675&hsa_cam=16368233926&hsa_grp=151392083421&hsa_ad=676968801819&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-1420247795652&hsa_kw=master%20class%20margaret%20atwood&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADjLLoH0kpO4_JGch0c3fyCOfrCsU&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8cHABhC-ARIsAJnY12yBBnjZyGKi73-_4vjCW1KY6UgqVpiIAuobTvDr-koB-SfxSB7b8eYaAsyWEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Long-View-Planning-Uncertain/dp/0385267320
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Long-View-Planning-Uncertain/dp/0385267320


What Is Worldbuilding?

● Darko Suvin’s SF def. : “the 

presence and interaction of

estrangement and cognition”

● Three Pillars for a SFF Writer
● The Magic Word
● A Layered World 
● Avoiding the World Builder's 

disease

https://www.brandonsanderson.com/blogs/blog/worldbuilding-tools-lecture-2025#example-mistborns-world
https://www.brandonsanderson.com/blogs/blog/worldbuilding-tools-lecture-2025#example-mistborns-world
https://www.brandonsanderson.com/blogs/blog/worldbuilding-tools-lecture-2025#example-mistborns-world


What Demands to Be Built?

… Start with what haunts you.





Designing a Speculative Future
● Axes of the Scenario

● Think like a futurist, feel like a poet



The plausible first brick: Scenario Planning

1. Define the problem

2. List the external drivers of change

3. Consider the likelihood of each 

driver

4. Select (or vote upon) the two forces

5. Create a scenario matrix with your 

two critical uncertainties on the axes

6. Use additional world building 

techniques to visualize, extend,  

and/or add layers/depth…



Writerly Techniques for 
Generating/Expanding Ideas

● Conceptual Breakthrough (Ted Chiang)

● Confluence (Ken Liu)

● Cognitive Simulation (Ann Lee)

● Viewpoint Shifting (N.K. Jemisin)

● …



What Kind of Future Are You 
Imagining?

● Technical vs. Conceptual Imagination
○ Predictive (Andrew Weir)

○ New Weird (VanderMeer)

○ Dystopian(Atwood)

○ Anthropological(Le Guin)

○ Ontological (Chiang)

○ Something outside of the genre: Olga Tokarczuk, 
Kazuo Ishiguro, Ling Ma…

● Your stance shapes your world.



Recap



Thank you and Have Fun!

For more questions, 
find me at metamin.me

http://metamin.me
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