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A Marginalization of Astrology in 
the Age of Enlightenment? The 
alternative of Giuseppe Toaldo’s 
astro-meteorology and the 
appearance of the science of the 
influence of the stars 
Simon Dolet 
Universitè Côte d’Azur
Giuseppe Toaldo’s astro-meteorology was very influential in Europe from the 
1770s onwards. By combining natural astrology and meteorology, he followed 
the local traditions at the University of Padua, where he held the chair of 
astronomy and meteorology from 1763-1797. Unlike his predecessors, Toaldo’s 
astro-meteorology was used by the international community of meteorologists 
because a particular aspect appealed to them: the reform offered by Francis 
Bacon’s ‘sound astrology’ (astrologia sana). The ‘marginalization of astrology’ 
at the end of the 17th century thus found an alternative here. The history of 
sound astrology is, therefore, an ‘adaptation’ aimed at consolidating astrology’s 
legitimacy in the face of institutionalized science. Becoming a widely accepted 
and practised science, astrology changed its name to ‘the influence of the stars’ 
(influenza degli astri). Nevertheless, Toaldo sometimes came up against the 
borders of his own limits of legitimacy. 

Department of Philosophy 
and Cultural Heritage


