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• Prehistory versus History
– BC/BCE – AD/CE

• Sources
– Texts, material culture, 

landscape, ethnographic data

• Disciplines
– Philology, archaeology, art 

history, anthropology, 
linguistics
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Ancient History
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• Terminology
– Near to what?
– In the Middle of what?
– East of what?

• Past & Present
– Near East
– Middle East

• Scope of this lesson/workshop/
class/course?
– Western Asia?
– Eastern Mediterranean?
– The World?
– Neolithic to Classical Antiquity?
– Human Origins to Modernity?
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Near/Middle East
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• French Egyptomania

4

Early Investigations

The Battle of the Pyramids The Rosetta Stone
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• Western interest in Mesopotamia
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Early Investigations

“Reception of Nineveh Sculptures at the Brit ish Museum”. The Illustrated London News, 28 February 1852; https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Behistun_by_Pascal_Coste.jpg;  British 

Museum Images, ID: 00106938001, https://www.bmimages.com/00106938001-sir-leonard-woolley-at-ur-image.html

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Behistun_by_Pascal_Coste.jpg
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• Western Civilization

• Ex Oriente Lux

• Torch of civilization

• Stream of civilization

• Gradient of civilization

• Cultural ‘backwaters’
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Orientalism

Tympanum of Breasted Hall by Ulric Henry Ellerhusen
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How do we study Prehistory?

• Archaeology!

Uluburun ShipwreckTürkmen Karahöyük Archaeological Project
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• What evidence do we use before the 
invention of writing?
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How do we study Prehistory?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Çatalhöyük; https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Stone_Tools; https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Bone_Tools; 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charred_Plant_Remains.tif; Boz & Hager 2013;  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Çatalhöyük
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Çatalhöyük
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Stone_Tools
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Bone_Tools
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charred_Plant_Remains.tif
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Experimental Archaeology – Stone Knapping

www.YouTube.com/@BostonUniversity

http://www.youtube.com/@BostonUniversity
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The Invention of Writing

• Proto-Cuneiform
– For accounting and record-

keeping
– Circles and lines impressed in clay
– Numbers, ideographs, logographs
– Likely encoding Sumerian 

language
• Phonetic values understood 

through lexical lists
• Grammar added through sign 

combinations

• Clay
– Tablets: sometimes with 

envelope
– Bullae: with tokens and sealed

Proto-Cuneiform Tablet
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The Invention of Writing

• Cuneiform (proper)
– Signs became more abstract
– Used to encode various languages 

throughout the ANE
• Until ca. end of the 1st millennium 

BCE

– Mostly logo-syllabic script
– Rebus writing – homonymy
– Phonetic complements – reading 

aids
– Semantic complements
– Determinatives – semantic 

classifiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneiform#/media/File:Cuneiform_evolution_from_archaic_script.jpg; https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e1/Xerxes_Cuneiform_Van.JPG

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuneiform#/media/File:Cuneiform_evolution_from_archaic_script.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e1/Xerxes_Cuneiform_Van.JPG
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The Invention of Writing

• New Evidence = New Methods
– Historical Linguistics

• How did language develop over time?

– Philology
• What do written sources tell us about the 

lives and beliefs of past peoples?

– History
• What happened in the past and how did 

events and processes come to pass?



CAncAn – Communication in Ancient Anatolia –
ERC-2022-Consolidator Grant – 101088363
P.I. ANNICK PAYNE

• Van de Mieroop, Marc. 2024. A History of the Ancient Near East ca. 3000 - 323 
BC, 4th Edition. Wiley-Blackwell. ISBN: 978-1-394-21024-4

• British Museum. Rosetta Stone. EA24.
• Palace of Versailles. The Battle of the Pyramids. MV 1496. 
• Ellerhusen, Ulric Henry. Tympanum over the doors of the former OI, University of 

Chicago.
• Institute of Nautical Archaeology. Uluburun Shipwreck. 

https://nauticalarch.org/projects/uluburun-late-bronze-age-shipwreck-
excavation/

• YouTube @BostonUniversity. Experimental Archaeology (Stone Knapping)
• Louvre Museum. Proto-Cuneiform Tablet. AO29560.
• Boz, Başak, and Lori Hager. 2013. “Living above the Dead: Intramural Burial 

Practices at Çatalhöyük. In I. Hodder (ed.), Humans and Landscapes of 
Çatalhöyük: Reports from the 2000-2008 Seasons. Cotsen Institute of 
Archaeology Press, fig. 19.17.
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Sources

https://nauticalarch.org/projects/uluburun-late-bronze-age-shipwreck-excavation/
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https://nauticalarch.org/projects/uluburun-late-bronze-age-shipwreck-excavation/
https://nauticalarch.org/projects/uluburun-late-bronze-age-shipwreck-excavation/
https://nauticalarch.org/projects/uluburun-late-bronze-age-shipwreck-excavation/
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s)

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or ERCEA. Neither the European
Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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