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Another Renaissance: 
Art Between Two Worlds 
c. 1500
Alina Payne
Villa I Tatti, The Harvard University
This talk, arising from the forthcoming volume The Land Between Two Seas, looks 
at Eastern Europe— from the Adriatic all the way to Poland and Lithuania— and 
its interaction with the larger Mediterranean artistic and cultural melting pot in 
the early modern period. Connected by strong riverine ties to the seas of the 
Mediterranean system (from the mare nostrum itself through the Sea of Marmara, 
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov), this hinterland raises questions about center 
and periphery, hybridity, and the sites of artistic innovation. Focusing on a 
cathedral in Wallachia (c. 1512-1517) I explore this liminal zone mediating between 
Western Europe and Central Asian cultures that is now essentially lost in a twilight 
space of “Byzantium after Byzantium”. Yet, as I will argue, this territory “between 
two worlds” had an identity of its own, fluid and unstable and therefore more 
flexible and elastic in art, manners, tastes and even faiths.


