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Most studies of Early Modern architecture in the Veneto focus on villas, palaces 

and churches. Yet recent research by economic historians has drawn attention 
to the striking fact that many of Palladio’s patrons were actively engaged 

in commerce and manufacturing.  Meanwhile, hundreds of applications for 

patents for new inventions of machinery passed through the Venetian Senate, 
underpinning this remarkable technological revolution. The lecture will discuss 

the speaker’s new book, L'Architettura protoindustriale del Veneto nell’età di 
Palladio (Officina Editore, 2022), which highlights a neglected sector of the 

architectural heritage of the Veneto. How were these proto-industrial activities 

inserted into the spatial environment in both town and country, and how did they 
transform the landscape? 


