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Lecture Summary

Today, in a society profoundly shaped by globalization, the role of sovereign nations is
undergoing momentous changes. We are facing a situation in which existing nation states
are nearly powerless by themselves, and the very idea of nations and individuals is being
called into question.

The 2011 Great Eastern Japan Earthquake and the accompanying nuclear disaster, and
the 2020 novel coronavirus pandemic have shocked humanity beyond imagination. These
unprecedented experiences have highlighted problems in modern civilized society, and in
the roles not only of individuals but of entire communities. Causing wide-spread risk and
unimaginable harm, these natural and man-made disasters have given people around the
world the opportunity to reflect on some fundamental issues. Crises occurring on a global
scale, across national borders, have demanded a paradigm shift on matters such as the
relationship between states and individuals, industry and life, the role of capitalism, and
the meaning of human civilization and progress.

Doubts have been cast in the international community about the unconstrained
decisions of sovereign nations within the framework of national borders. We are already
experiencing how decisions made autonomously by sovereign nations within their own
borders can have destructive consequences not only on the surrounding regions, but on
the entire global village. We need to change the way we think about global issues such as
disparity, poverty, environment, energy, food, human rights, security, and more. In this
context, multilateral cooperation is vital, and can only be achieved on two conditions:
creating an environment that welcomes open discussion and building relationships of
mutual trust across all barriers.

Recent events have alerted people all over the world to the need for considering
multilateral cooperation and solidarity beyond the nation state. Today, the time has come
for us to change course, moving away from social structures, value systems, and ideas of
society that pursue only economic efficiency while neglecting the environment and
human life. Since its inception, humanity has sought to create a comfortable environment
of freedom, equality, safety, and happiness, through innumerable trial and errors. We are
now called upon to explore, along this same trajectory, a new form of community, a new
way of living together.

From this vantage point, I would like to explore with you the new transnational,
transethnic communities that the future will demand (such as Asian Community). In this
lecture, I would like to consider the viewpoints, concepts, and necessity of these new
communities from the perspectives of time, space, and people.



