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Student of Vittore Pisani at the State University of Milan, Emanuele Banfi 
graduated magna cum laude in Classical Letters in 1970 with a thesis in 
Historical Linguistics focused on the Latin-Balkan element in the medieval 
and modern Greek linguistic tradition. He specialized in Modern Greek and 
Balkan Linguistics at the Sicilian Institute for Byzantine and Neo-Hellenic 
Studies in Palermo, at the Institute for Balkan Studies in Thessaloniki and 
at the Osteuropa Institut in Berlin. 
 
Emanuele Banfi has been full professor of Glottology at the State University of Trento and full 
professor of General Linguistics at the State University of Milano-Bicocca. He has lectured on 
Historical Linguistics, Italian Linguistics and Sociolinguistics in many Universities in Italy and 
abroad: in particular, at the New York State University of New York, at the Universities of 
Heidelberg, Helsinki, Lugano-Switzerland, Paris III (Sorbonne Nouvelle), at the Imperial 
Tokyo University (東京大学 – Tōkyō Daigaku) and at the NKU (南開大學 / 南开大学Nankay 
University - Tianjin). 
 
From 2008 to 2018, designed by the ‘Società Italiana di Glottologia (SIG)’ and by the ‘Società 
di Linguistica Italiana (SLI)’, Emanuele Banfi represented Italian linguists at the Comité 
International Permanent des Linguistes (CIPL) in whose Board he was elected by the members 
of the relative General Assembly for the five-year period 2013-2018. 
 
Since 2013 Emanuele Banfi is academician of the Academia Europaea (Section ‘Linguistic 
Studies’) and of the Accademia Ambrosiana (Classis Asiatica) at the Veneranda Bibliotheca 
Ambrosiana in Milano. In 2019 he was also co-opted by the academics of the Florentine 
Accademia della Crusca. Since 2008 he has been a member of the Board of Editors of ‘Word 
– Journal of the International Linguistic Association – ILA’; since 2020 he has been co-director 
of the ‘Archivio Glottologico Italiano’, founded in 1873 by the great Italian linguist Graziadio 
Isaia Ascoli. Emanuele Banfi has published about 400 publications on topics of Historical 
Linguistics, General Linguistics and Sociolinguistics.      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


